
S A F F R O N  W A L D E N  
M U S I C  F E S T I V A L  2 0 1 6 

This will be County High’s fourth Music Festival and the Winner’s Concert will be 
held in Saffron Hall; our magnificent concert venue. This year we are proud to 
announce that we are introducing pre-grade 1 and ensemble classes. We are all very 
much looking forward to involving the local community in this great opportunity 
to showcase the musical talents of young people and give them the opportunity to 
demonstrate musical abilities in this inspiring and exciting auditorium. 

Saffron Walden County High School has a well- established tradition of musical 
excellence. Over 400 students receive instrumental tuition, and the school has a very 
wide range of opportunities for students to play and sing together. This includes: 
school choirs, orchestras, concert and jazz bands and various ensembles for a wide 
range of instruments. 

About the Festival  
The Music Festival is divided into five sections with an adjudicator for each one: 
Piano, Brass, Woodwind, Vocal and Strings. We have attracted five professional 
musicians to come and adjudicate throughout the weekend. The adjudicators will 
listen and give feedback to all of our applicants and award medals to performers 
who they feel were outstanding. Every player will receive written feedback and a 
certificate. 

Within each of the five sections, we have various classes ranging from pre beginner 
to advanced level; each class has a winner. The winner of the Challenge Class, the 
grade 7-8 class, will receive a trophy. The Adjudicator will pick one overall section 
winner from any of the classes, this winner will perform in the Winner’s Concert.  

The Winner’s Concert 
The festival culminates in a Winner’s Concert, which will be held on the Sunday 
afternoon. 

The five section winners of the festival, that the adjudicators have chosen, all 
perform in a young musician of the year style final. An overall winner is chosen by 
the panel of adjudicators who is then awarded the Mullucks Wells Trophy.   

  



V I R G I N I A  B L A C K  –  
P I A N O  A D J U D I C A T O R 
 

Virginia started playing the piano aged 7. She was lucky 
enough to be given her first grand piano at age 12, a 
Bechstein which she still plays today. Aged 17, Virginia 
played Beethoven’s 3rd piano concerto with the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.  

Virginia won the F.E Beckett piano scholarship to study at 
the Royal Academy of Music in London where she studied with Gordon Green and 
harpsichord under Geraint Jones. 

Virginia won both, the Lillian Davies Beethoven Prize and the Dove Prize; she also 
gained the Raymond Russell prize for harpsichord performance and was awarded 
DipRAM.  

Virginia made her debut as a solo recitalist, aged 20, at the Wigmore Hall, London 
and has given numerous performances on the Southbank in the Royal Festival 
Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room. She has played at many international 
festivals, including the Gottingen and Carmel Bach festivals, and the Herne and York 
early music festivals. She has pursued a worldwide concert schedule including the 
Paris Festival D’Ete, the Prague Spring Festival and a series of recitals in the United 
States.  

 Virginia is a professor of harpsichord at the Royal Academy of Music where she 
holds the post of chair of postgraduate diploma studies. She has given numerous 
masterclasses at Oxford University, Eton College and the Ivy League Universities. In 
2013 Virginia released a double CD of the six Bach Partitas and is currently recording 
a series of Scarlatti Sonatas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P I A N O  S E C T I O N 

Class Description

Pre Grade 1 To perform any one piece that is pre grade 1 standard. 

Grade 1-2 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 3-4 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 5-6 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Challenge Cup Class  
To perform one piece from any current grade 7-8 exam 
syllabus. 

Baroque and Classical 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Baroque or Classical 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Romantic and Modern 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Romantic or Modern 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Duo Class To perform one duet of any style. Time limit: 4 mins



H I L A R Y  S T U R T  –  
S T R I N G  A D J U D I C A T O R 
 

Graduating from the Guildhall School of Music and 
the Royal College of Music with solo, chamber and 
contemporary music prizes, Hilary joined the Trio Sentire 
in Sweden, and then Ensemble Modern. In a period of 
over 20 years she performed on both viola and violin with 
the Ensemble in all the principal concert halls and on 
radio stations in both hemispheres. The Ensemble gained 
worldwide attention with their collaboration with Frank 
Zappa in the Yellow Shark, along with many of our leading 
contemporary composers.  

Hilary has guest-led many of the leading European contemporary chamber 
ensembles, and been a guest principle with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Ballet 
Rambert, and the Orchestra of St Johns Smith Square, She is currently a member 
of the Rasumovsky quartet, whose recent recordings include William Allwyn’s 3 
Quartets, and chamber music by James Friskin.  

As a member of Apartment House, a contemporary chamber ensemble, she 
was awarded the Philarmonic Society Award for the Most Outstanding Chamber 
Music in 2011.  Hilary is much in demand as a teacher, adjudicator and conductor 
throughout the UK. She is Head of Strings at St Paul’s Girls’ School, and Professor 
at the Royal College of Music.  Hilary has coached and conducted many youth 
orchestras both here and abroad - LSSO, LSCO, NCO, Imperial College Orchestra, 
Guernsey Orchestra, and taught at Pro Corda, and Musicworks. She is a Diploma 
examiner for the Associated Board.  

 

 
 
 
 
  



S T R I N G  S E C T I O N 
Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass & Classical Guitar 
 

Class Description

Pre Grade 1 To perform any one piece that is pre grade 1 standard. 

Grade 1-2 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 3-4 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 5-6 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Challenge Cup Class  
To perform one piece from any current grade 7-8 exam 
syllabus. 

Baroque and Classical 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Baroque or Classical 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Romantic and Modern 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Romantic or Modern 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Ensemble Class
To perform one ensemble piece of any style.  
Up to 4 players. Time limit: 4 mins.

 

 
 
 
 



A N T H O N Y  B A I L E Y  –  
W O O D W I N D  A D J U D I C A T O R 
 

As a clarinettist, Anthony is associated with the London 
Mozart Players, with whom he has performed many times 
– including on CD recordings and in Concert. He has also 
performed regularly with the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, and the English Chamber Orchestra. He is 
a member of the Chinook Clarinet Quartet, with whom he 
has regularly performed throughout the UK in prestigious 
venues such as the Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room, and the 
Bridgewater Hall. The quartet have recorded two CDs and 
performed live on BBC Radio and TV. 

Anthony is a founder member of the Tippett Ensemble, a professional group of 
alumni from the Wiltshire Youth Orchestra, formed in 2012. Recently they performed 
Beethoven Septet and Brahms Clarinet Quintet. Anthony as also been the leader of 
the British Clarinet Ensemble since 2000 with whom he has recorded several CDs, 
and toured Europe, America and Japan. 

Since 2004 he has been the conductor of the Symphonic Wind Orchestra at 
the Royal College of Music Junior Department, performing in many concerts 
with repertoire including his own works and arrangements, including and an 
arrangement of Shostakovitch Piano Concerto no.2 and the London premiere of 
Chaises Musicales by Anthony himself. He is the Musical Director of the East Anglian 
Single Reed Choir, a woodwind coach for the National Children’s Orchestra of Great 
Britain. He recently made his debut conducting the Colne Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the Suffolk and Essex Concert bands. 

He has recently also made his debut with the Essex Concert Band. 

Anthony was the director of the Jonas Foundation Music School between  
2006-2011, and now runs his own music school in London for the Willow Tree Trust. 



W O O D W I N D  S E C T I O N 
Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Saxophone & Recorder 
 

Class Description

Pre Grade 1 To perform any one piece that is pre grade 1 standard. 

Grade 1-2 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 3-4 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 5-6 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Challenge Cup Class  
To perform one piece from any current grade 7-8 exam 
syllabus. 

Baroque and Classical 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Baroque or Classical 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Romantic and Modern 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Romantic or Modern 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Ensemble Class
To perform an ensemble piece of any style.  
(Up to 5 players) Time limit: 4 mins



H E I D I  P E G L E R  –  
V O C A L  A D J U D I C A T O R 

Heidi Pegler studied at the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama and Trinity College of Music, London.   

 She has performed at many of Britain’s leading venues 
with the All Souls Orchestra including the Royal Albert Hall, 
Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, Bridgewater Hall, St David’s 
Hall and the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall.    

 A specialist in Baroque music, she has released Hark! the 
echoing air (CD) which features music for soprano, trumpet 

and orchestra. She also sings with London Voices and has recently sung on the latest 
Harry Potter movies as well as The Hobbit, The Croods and Jupiter Ascending.   

Heidi is the Head of Singing at St Paul’s Girls’ School where she steers a team of 10 
singing teachers. She conducts all the choirs and directs musical productions and 
operas.   

Heidi has also published several books including the award winning series The 
Language of Song (Faber) with friend and colleague Nicola-Jane Kemp; It’s Never 
Too Late To Sing (Faber) and It’s Never Too Late To Sing Christmas, with Pam 
Wedgwood and The Best of Singing (Faber) Grades 1-3 and 4-5 selecting highlights 
from the ABRSM singing syllabus.   

Heidi is the membership secretary for AOTOS (association of teachers of singing) 
and is an examiner for the ABRSM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V O C A L  S E C T I O N 
   

Class Description

Classical Song – 11 and 
under 

To perform one piece from the classical period.  
Time limit: 2 mins

Songs from the shows – 
11 and under. 

To perform one piece from any musical.  
Time limit: 2 mins

Classical Song – 12-14 
years 

To perform one piece from the classical period.  
Time limit: 2 mins

Songs from the shows – 
12-14 years. 

To perform one piece from any musical.  
Time limit: 2 mins

Classical Song – 15-16 
years 

To perform one piece from the classical period.  
Time limit: 4 mins

Songs from the shows – 
15-16 years 

To perform one piece from any musical.  
Time limit: 4 mins

Classical Song – 17-18 
years 

To perform one piece from the classical period  
Time limit: 4 mins

Songs from the shows – 
17-18 years 

To perform one piece from any musical.  
Time limit: 4 mins

Challenge Cup Class  
To perform one piece from any current grade 7-8 
syllabus.

Duo Class To perform one duet piece. Time limit: 4 mins



B O B  H U G H E S  –  
B R A S S  S E C T I O N 
 

Bob Hughes has nearly thirty years’ experience as a bass 
trombonist in many of the UK’s finest orchestras.  After 
studying with Harold Nash at the Royal Academy of 
Music, he joined the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
in 1978.  He left three years later to join the Scottish 
National Orchestra.  During this time the SNO made 
many acclaimed recordings with Neemi Jarvi.   In 1989 
he moved to London to join the Philharmonia orchestra 
succeeding Ray Premru. At this time he also became bass 

trombone teacher at the Royal Academy of Music.   He toured extensively with The 
Philharmonia throughout Europe, Asia and US and participated in many prestigious 
recordings during this period.  

In 1994 he joined The London Symphony Orchestra with Sir Colin Davies as principal 
conductor.   Not only did the orchestra tour extensively, they also played on many 
film soundtracks. There were also many critically acclaimed recordings on the new 
LSO Live label.  During this time Bob gave bass trombone master classes throughout 
Europe, Asia and USA. 

In 2006 he left the LSO to focus on his teaching and conducting commitments.  In 
addition to teaching bass trombone at the Royal Academy of Music he is also the 
Director of the RAM trombone choir and was appointed Senior Tutor in Brass in 
2011. In 2005, he joined the Birmingham Conservatoire as teacher of trombone.  
Bob was President of the British Trombone Society from 2006-10. 

 



B R A S S  S E C T I O N  
 
Trumpet, Cornet, Trombone, Tenor Horn, French Horn, Euphonium, Tuba. 
 

Class Description

Pre Grade 1 To perform any one piece that is pre grade 1 standard. 

Grade 1-2 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 3-4 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Grade 5-6 
To perform one piece from any current exam syllabus 
for this grade. 

Challenge Cup Class  
To perform one piece from any current grade 7-8 exam 
syllabus. 

Baroque and Classical 
Class 

To perform one piece from the Baroque or Classical 
period. Time limit: 4 mins

Romantic and Modern 
Class

To perform one piece from the Romantic or Modern 

Ensemble Class
To perform an ensemble piece of any style (Up to 5 
players). Time limit: 4 mins



SAFFRON WALDEN MUSIC FESTIVAL RULES 2016
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY

General Rules
i. You must perform by yourself and not in a group unless you are taking part in the ensemble class.
ii. You can enter any number of classes but only one entry per class.
iii.  You are responsible for your instruments and belongings on the day of the competition. Saffron 

Walden Music Festival and Saffron Walden County High School cannot accept any liability for them 
in any way before, during or after the competition.

iv. To apply, you must be attending a school in Essex, Hertfordshire or Suffolk.
v.  By entering the competition, you agree that should you win your section, you will be available to 

take part in the Winners concert on the Sunday. (Concert time to be to confirmed)
vi. You agree that any official photography taken will be allowed to be used for publicity purposes.

Accompanying & Photocopies
vii. You may bring your own accompanist, or you can use our official accompanist. 
viii.  If you use our accompanist, all music and the relevant fees must be received with your entry form 

by the closing date.
ix. Backing tracks will not be permitted.
x.  You must bring a copy of your music on the day for the adjudicator. Photocopies will be destroyed 

due to copyright rules.

Application Forms & Fees
xi.  All application forms must be on an official entry form, or a copy of the official entry form, duly 

signed by your parent/guardian.
xii.  To be accepted, your application form, music and fee must be received by the closing date. You will 

be contacted regarding all relevant dates and times.
xiii.  If posting your entry, please ensure that the correct postage is paid. We will not collect from a 

sorting office if undelivered.
xiv.  The fee for each class entered is £5.00
xv.  The fee for our official accompanist is £10.00 per class. This fee includes a rehearsal prior to the 

festival.
xvi. Cheques should be made payable to SWCHS, these fees are non-refundable.
xvii.  The Winners Concert is open to the public and there is no entry fee. We will collect any donations 

at the door. All proceeds will go towards funding the next festival.
xviii.  Applications will be accepted on a first come first served basis. Classes may be amalgamated or 

split depending on the number of applications received. 

Class Rules
xix. Please arrive at least 15 minutes before the time of your class.
xx.  We welcome audiences to all classes and sections, please feel free to come and listen. Programmes 

for the festival will be available once all applications have been received and times confirmed.
xxi.  The adjudicators’ decision is final, they reserve the right to cut short a performance if they feel that 

they have heard enough to make a valid adjudication. This will only occur should time be running 
short.

Certificates, Cups & Medals
xxii. Each applicant will receive written feedback and a certificate at the end of their class.
xxiii.  Medals will be awarded to those candidates whom the adjudicator feels are most deserving, these 

medals will be presented at the Winners Concert.
xxiv.  Challenge Cup class winners will receive a cup. The winner of this cup is not necessarily the section 

winner.


